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FAMILY EISTORY
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PERSONAL HISTORY OF THOMAS RAY GLEDHILL. nwullen Gise

e /1915

August 27, 1918,

I (Thomas Ray Gledhill) was born in lt. Pleasant, San Pete Co.,
Utsh, February 13, 1883. Iy Father, Thomas Gledhill was born in
England and came to Utah when he was 12 years old. Iiy Mother
Tillie Belle Ivie was born at Mt. Plessant, Utah. When I was
one year old liy parents moved to Vermilion, Sevier Co., Utah, and
here I lived on a farm until the year 1900. ij

Here on the banks of the dsar old Sevier river, I spent the
days of my childhood, no spot of ground is more dear or Sacred to
me now. Here I first learned to pray, first learned of “od, and
where the principles of the Gospel were made know to me, and where
I first learned to love theme Here I wes Baptized and received
t1 ¢ Lesser Priesthood,(’ Deacon and a Priest). I remember with pride
different ways that I magnified this Priesthood and learned my first

l.ssons. At 15 years of age I went to school at Richfield, Uteh
for 4 years (6th, 7th, 8th, gr~des and 1 year in High 3chool )

during this time I spent 1 winter as Chore boy for Dr. H. Xe Neill.

At the end of the last year at school,half of the boys quit school
and before it was out I quit and went out on the Desert to herd:
sheep for A. K. Hansen, quite discouraged. 1woO incidents haprened
that helped me to decide to get an education and to live my religiomn.
While in the West Milford Desert I got lost and nearly chogked to
death for water and if ever I prayed in earmest it wes here in the
Desert. I promised God to quit all bad habbits and serve him if he
would spare my life. Latter in that Summer, I went to Clear Creek
Cosl mines to worke I wes placed to work in one end of a boxX car
with an Italisn (DayGo) in the other end to shovelimg coal. He could
not speak English except swear. This caused me to think and pray

a great deal. I felt that there was something more worthy in life
for me to do than to spend my life in a dirty car with a man with

a colored skin. I went into the woods on different occasions and
prayed with all my heert for God to open up the way for me to get

an education end it was here 1 resolved to go on to school, with
Gods help.

For the next four years 1 went to the L.De.S.U. and God blessed
me every hour. 1 finished school with almost as much money as I had
when I sterted after paying my tuttion, $40.00 I had left. Jhen I
graduated in 1905 from the L.D.S. I was President of the Student
body of the school and Jenitor (the highest amd lowest positions in
school at the same time).By this time I had made up my mind to study
mediciney Two professors tried hard to discourasge me, for they
feared I would lose my testimony of the Gospel if I studied lMedicine.
I wes willing to give up my ambition rather than loose my faithe
To satisfy myself I celled at Pres. Joseph I Smith's office for
sdvice and he sent me to rres. Lund, who told me to go ahead and
study medicine if I felt that was best fore me. To do my duty
spnd I would not loose my fdith.

7he following summer my dearest friend Joe Harris and I went
+to Preston to work and intended to go on to Yellowstone Tational

Park, At rreston we worked for D.C. Rames, wnere I met his daughterf
’
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Pebecca liay, who two years lat$er became my wife i@ didn't go to
the "Park, but often went to a farm, two miles h pf Preston.

7hat Summer and the next two Christmas 1olidays form the most
romantic &nd the sweetest days of my life. I was married to the

the girl that I had loved for two years in the Logen 'emple On

July 18, 1907. ~Lfter a short visit at vermilion and at Preston,

e 1eft together Ifor Chicago where I completed my medical course and
w ere our uaughter Ora was born on June 17, 1908, Just before she
was born OUra's grandma came from Preston and stayed with us for a
month or two. Proud indeed was I when on June 14, 1909, 1 received
my "Sheep skin" Liploma entitling me to practice medicine. My
Parents had come toU Chicago to witness to graduation exercisess
After passing the Utah State Board, /e located in Riichfield, Utah
After Dads lng 0. Dcliucred fouk latey Orcg %) (977 CSfetwasfelan

Soon after we were located May was chosen as first councilor f/
in the Primary Steke Boarde. She hes served as class leader of the
mutuals and Yindergarten class leader in the Sunday schoole 1 have
served as 1lst assistant Super intendant in the Sunday School since
coming to Richfield, also &s 8 sard Teacher. 1 was also chosen &s
one of the Seven Presidents of the 36th Quorum of Seventy in this
Stake, and I am in charge of the Seventies in our ward at the present
time (Aug 26, 19154

Soon after we arrived in Richfield May (Mrs. Gledhill) took
s ick and for nearly two years she was i1l most of the time ,she had -
three minor operations and had been to the hospital with no relief.
Pres. William He .Seegmiller, gave her a Patriarical Blessing in which
he promised her she should get well and be the mother of additional
children. Latter she was operated on and a tumor of the uterus was -
found ,which wes the most fatal of all Csncers, and the Doctors ]
advised and insisted on removing her uterus. mo this I objected
because of her hlessing we ynew she should live and be a mothers
The tumor alone was removed, and &8 the boctors predicted it re=- ;
turned and was removed the second times. About two years later
we went to the Temple and here she was blessed and annointed that
she would conceive and become a mother. In about nine months from
this date God gave us as he had promised a 10 pound son, and we
nemed him Preston Raye We ascknowledge Gods gift to us and have
written it up for the Pa ity Promoting Series as a testimony to the s
world. See Faith Promoting Stories.
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